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Borough  of  Hove. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

For  1929. 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the 
Borough  of  Hove. 

The  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1929  is  similar  in  form  to 
those  of  recent  years. 

The  death-rate  was  higher  than  usual,  owing  chiefly  to  the 
epidemic  of  Influenza  and  the  prolonged  cold  weather  in  the 
early  months. 

The  birth-rate  showed  a rise,  but  is  always  low  compared 
with  that  of  most  towns,  on  account  of  the  age-grouping  of  the 
population. 
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The  provisions  of  the  Local  Government  Act,  1929,  in  so  far 
as  they  relate  to  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare,  have  been  under 
careful  consideration  by  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Com- 
mittee, and  fresh  arrangements  are  being  made  since  the  Act 
came  into  force  in  April. 

An  account  of  the  epidemic  of  Sore  Throats  which  was 
prevalent  in  December  will  be  found  in  the  Report. 

I have  the  honour  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

AUGUSTINE  GRIFFITH 

Public  Health  Offices, 

Town  Hall  Annexe,  Hove. 

May  Qth,  1930. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  ...  ...  ...  ...  • • • ...  ... 

(acres)  4,010 

Population,  Census  1921 

...  45,097 

Population,  estimated,  1929 

...  51,430 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1921) 

8,860 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  (1921)  ... 

...  11,973 

Rateable  value 

...  £779,278 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  ... 

...  £3,118 

VITAL  STATISTICS,  1929. 


Total 

M. 

F. 

Births 

f Legitimate  ... 

531 

265 

266 

\ Illegitimate 

37 

17 

20 

Deaths 

•••  •••  ••• 

837 

342 

495 

Birth-rate  : 1 1 .44.  Death-rate:  Crude  16.27,  corrected  12.02. 
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Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of,  child-birth — 
From  sepsis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  none 

From  other  causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age 

Actual  number — Male,  17  ; Female,  13  ; Illegitimate,  3. 

Rate  per  1,000  births:  Legitimate  50.8  ; Illegitimate,  81  ; total, 
52.8. 


Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  0 

„ ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  0 

,,  „ Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  ...  ...  1 

The  deaths  exceeded  the  births  by  269. 


The  proportion  of  deaths  in  each  age  group  was  : — 


Ages  at  death 
Under  1 year 
Between  1 and  5 
Between  5 and  15  ... 
Between  15  and  25 
Between  25  and  45 
Between  45  and  65 
Over  65  years 


Per  cent,  of  ah  deaths. 
...  3.58 

...  1.08 
...  1.08 
...  2.27 

...  5.97 

...  23.06 
...  62.96 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH,  1929 

Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 
Influenza  ... 

Meningococcal  Meningitis 
Tuberculosis  of  Lungs  ... 

Tuberculosis  of  other  parts 
Cancer  ...  ...  *...  ...  ... 

Diabetes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc. 


i 

9 

Ul 

56 

3 

32 

5 

136 


12 

53 
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Heart  Disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  166 

Arterio- sclerosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum  ...  ...  ...  9 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  ...  ...  ...  1 

Appendicitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  II 

Nephritis...  ....  ...  ...  . ..  •••  21 

Accidents  and  Diseases  of  Parturition  ...  ...  3 

Congenital  Debility,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Suicide  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  II 

Other  Deaths  from  Violence  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Other  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  153 


The  causes  of  infant  death  were — 

Prematurity  and  Congenital  Defects  ... 
Bronchitis  or  Pneumonia 
Enteritis  ... 

An  aemia  or  Debility 
Convulsions 
Inattention  at  Birth 
Overlaying 
Difficult  Labour  ... 

Ear  Disease 

Intestinal  Obstruction  ... 
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4 

1 

1 

2 

3 

2 

2 

1 

1 


Among  19  deaths  from  accidents,  6 were  due  to  motor  vehicles 

1 to  an  aeroplane,  7 to  falls,  1 to  gas  poisoning,  2 to  overlaying, 

2 to  drowning. 


The  deaths  at  ages  over  65  years  formed  62.9  per  cent,  of  all 
deaths ; the  increased  percentage  was  mostly  due  to  Influenza. 


/ 


ages  at  deaths 

over  60 

were  (in  1929)  : — 

Between  60  and  65 

MALES 

32 

FEMALES 

38 

„ 65  ,, 

70 

30 

68 

70  „ 

80 

102 

145 

80  „ 

90 

58 

103 

Over  90 

» • • 

6 

t » • Vx  • % • 

37 

228 

369 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

Hospitals  provided  or  subsidised  by  the  Local  Authority  or  County 

Council. 


Name. 

Where  Situated. 

Accommodation. 

Provided  by 

Fever 

Hove  Borough 
Sanatorium 

Portslade 

63  beds 

Local  Authority 

Admitted  in  192 

9 — 224 — from  H 

ove  165,  other 

Districts  59. 

Small-pox  ... 

Fulking  Grange 
Hospital 
Admitted  in  192 

On  the  Downs 

9—2 

3 beds 

Reserved  for 
Hove  by 
Brighton  Council 

Tuberculosis 

Darvell  Bank 
Sanatorium 

Kobertsbridge 
(Ticehurst  R.D.) 

71  beds 
for  County 

County  Council 

Hove  Patients 

admitted  in  1929 

— 33(14  men  18 

women  1 girl) 

Maternity  ... 

Branch  of 

Portland  Road, 

3 beds 

Local  Authority 

Women’s 
Hospital 
Admitted  in  192 

Hove 

9-56 

For  Normal 
Confinements. 

pays  charges. 

Ditto 

Sussex  Maternity 
and  Womens’ 
Hospital 

Buckingham 
Road,  Brighton 

Abnormal 
and  Normal 

Ditto. 

Patients  admitt 

ed  in  1929—15  A 

bnormal,  6 No 

rmal. 

Ditto 

Steyning  Union 

Shoreham-by- 

if  required 

Guardians  of 

Infirmary 

Sea 

for  normal 

the  Unioh 

Admitted  in  192 

9 — none 

cases. 

! 1 \ 

Puerperal 

Steyning  Union 

Shoreham-by- 

As  required. 

Guardians  of 

Fever  or 

Infirmary 

Sea 

the  Steyning 

Pyrexia  ... 

Admitted  in  192 

9 — none 

Union. 

Orthopaedic 

• I . V * 

Not  provided. 
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Maternity  Hospitals, 

The  Maternity  Hospital  in  Portland  Road,  which  is  a branch 
of  the  Sussex  Maternity  and  Women’s  Hospital,  Brighton,  has 
only  three  beds  in  addition  to  the  labour  ward,  and  room  cannot 
be  found  there  for  more.  At  three  periods  during  the  year  more 
beds  were  needed,  but  the  main  hospital  was  able  to  find  room  for 
all  but  two,  who  managed  satisfactorily  at  home.  The  worst  time 
was  between  July  29th  and  August  10th,  when  8 mothers  asked 
for  admission  ; the  3 beds  were  filled  on  July  27th  and  31st : one 
remained  at  home,  and  four  went  to  the  Buckingham  Road  hos- 
pital between  August  3rd  and  10th. 

In  order  to  meet  this  difficulty,  which  is  likely  to  happen 
again,  as  it  has  in  previous  years,  arrangements  were  made  to  send 
any  overflow  of  patients  to  the  Maternity  home  at  the  Shoreham 
Infirmary,  where  there  is  likely  to  be  always  sufficient  room. 
With  this  provision,  there  is  no  need  to  consider  a larger  Maternity 
hospital  in  the  Borough,  as  the  demand  only  occurs  occasionally, 
and  for  several  weeks  in  each  year  only  one  bed  is  occupied. 

For  unmarried  mothers  and  illegitimate  infants. — Nine  beds  are 
provided  by  the  Chichester  Diocesan  Purity  Association,  at 
21  Seafield  Road,  Hove.  The  Local  Authorit}/  pays  for  some 
Hove  inmates.  The  Hove  Refuge,  under  the  same  Association, 
is  at  39  St.  Andrew’s  Road,  Portslade. 

For  homeless  children. — There  are  no  homes  receiving  children 
directly.  Dr.  Barnardo’s  Homes  have  convalescent  branches 
in  the  Borough  for  boys  and  girls. 

Ambulance  facilities. — [a)  For  infectious  cases,  provision  is  made 
by  the  Local  Authority  ; ( b ) for  non-infectious  and  accident 
cases  the  cars  of  the  Brighton  and  Hove  Ambulance  Service 
were  available  during  the  year,  but  this  service  has  now 
ceased  ; ambulances  can  be  hired  of  private  owners. 
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Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 


Name  and  Situation. 

Accommodation,  etc. 

By  whom  provided. 

Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare 
Centre  ... 

Clarendon  Villas 

2 afternoons  per 
week 

Local  Authority 

Day  Nursery  ... 

12  Goldstone  Villas 

42  children  and 
infants 

Voluntary 
Committee 
asssisted  by  a Grant 
from  the  Local 
Authority. 

School  Clinics... 

Education  Offices 

for  diseases  of  skin, 
eyes,  teeth  and 
general 

Local  Authority 

Ditto 

Hove  Hospital 

for  tonsils  and 
adenoids 

Fees  paid  by  Local 
Authority 

Tuberculosis  ... 

East  Sussex  County 
Council  Dispensary 
Clarendon  Villas 

once  weekly 

County  Council 

Venereal 

Diseases  ... 

Royal  Sussex 
County  Hospital, 
Brighton 

3 days  weekly  for 
men  and  women 

County  Council 

Orthopoedic 

Clinic 

Treatment  is  obtai 
Hospital,  Brighton, 

ned  either  at  the 
or  at  the  Brighton 

Royal  Alexandra 
Clinic. 

Artificial  Light 

Treatment  can  be 

had  at  the  Hove 

Hospital. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 
Statistics  for  1929. 


Births. 

Total  belonging  to  Hove  ... 

Registered  in  the  Borough 

Notified  under  the  Act  (Live  491 , Still-born  14) 

Notified  by  midwives  of  the  Women’s  Hospital 
private  houses) 

Notified  by  midwives  of  Portslade  Association 
Notified  by  midwives  in  private  practice 
Notified  by  maternity  homes 
Notified  by  doctors 
Notified  by  parents 

Not  notified  in  accordance  with  the  Act 


(from 


568 

537 

505 

184 

41 

26 

105 

133 

18 

49 


Health  Visits  by  Nurses. 

First  visits  to  newly  born  infants  ...  ...  ...  337 

Total  visits  to  infants  ...  2,450 

Total  visits  to  older  children  ...  ...  ...  ...  3,263 

Total  visits  to  cases  of  Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Total  visits  to  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  107 

Child  Welfare  Centre. 

Individual  mothers  who  attended  ...  ...  ...  420 

Total  attendances  of  mothers  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,177 

Total  attendances  of  infants  and  children  ...  ...  3,871 

Number  of  sessions  held  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  102 

Mothers  sent  for  dental  treatment  ...  ...  ...  3 

Children  sent  for  dental  treatment  ...  ...  ...  6 


Attendances  of  Hove  Children  at  Portslade  Welfare  Centre. 

Number  of  attendances  612,  or  24.7  per  cent,  of  the  total. 

The  sessions  at  the  Hove  Centre  are  now  held  on  Tuesday  and 
Thursday  at  2.45  p.m.  at  the  Mission  Hall  in  Clarendon  Villas. 

The  Ministry  of  Health's  Circular,  No.  1054,  concerning 
Children  under  School  Age  was  considered  by  the  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Committee  in  December.  Further  inquiry  is  being 
made,  in  conjunction  with  the  Education  Committee,  and  steps  are 
being  taken  to  make  the  Health  Visitors'  inspection  of  older 
children  more  complete. 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

(a)  General. — For  all  patients  under  medical  care  the  nurses 
of  the  Queen's  Institute  of  District  Nursing  are  available,  inde- 
pendently of  the  Local  Authority. 

The  Brighton  Queen’s  Nurses  work  in  a small  area  in  the 
eastern  part  of  Hove,  the  Hove  Nurses  in  the  greater  part  of  the 
Borough,  and  the  Portslade  Nurses  in  the  western  part.  Owing 
to  the  increase  of  building  in  the  west  the  dividing  line  between 
the  areas  of  the  Portslade  and  the  Hove  Nurses  has  been  re-drawn, 
and  now  runs  from  the  sea  front  along  Wish  Road  northwards  to 
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Portland  Road,  westwards  to  the  end  of  the  Council's  Housing 
Estate,  then  north  across  the  railway  along  the  west  wall  of  the 
Cemetery  and  the  new  Cemetery  ground  on  the  north  of  the  Old 
Shoreham  Road.  The  area  west  of  this  and  the  parish  of  Hangle- 
ton  are  nursed  by  the  Portslade  District  Nursing  Association. 

( b ) For  Infectious  Diseases. — The  Queen’s  Nurses  of  Hove 
and  Portslade  visit  cases  of  Measles,  Whooping  Cough,  Ophthalmia < 
Infantile  Diarrhoea,  Poliomyelitis,  Influenzal  Pneumonia,  and 
Tuberculosis  ; and  the  Council  undertake  to  pay  such  nursing 
charges  as  cannot  be  paid  by  the  patients  or  their  parents. 

The  cases  nursed  in  1929  were  : Whooping  Cough  2,  Tuber- 
culosis 7. 

Mid  wives. — Most  of  the  midwifery  is  undertaken  by  the  staff 
of  the  Sussex  Maternity  and  Women’s  Hospital,  Brighton,  which 
has  a branch  in  Hove.  Eleven  midwives  notified  their  intention 
to  practise,  of  whom  4 were  on  the  staff  of  the  Women’s  Hospital, 
and  4 on  the  staff  of  the  Portslade  District  Nursing  Association. 

The  Local  Authority  does  not  employ  or  subsidise  any  mid- 
wives, but  in  order  to  cover  part  of  the  extended  area  of  the 
Borough,  which  is  rural,  they  have  arranged  with  the  Portslade 
District  Nursing  Association  to  attend  maternity  cases  in  the 
parish  of  Hangleton,  and  with  the  Sussex  Women’s  and  Maternity 
Hospital,  Brighton,  to  attend  cases  in  the  parish  of  West  Blatching- 
ton,  and  to  pay  them  a fee  of  10s.  (3d.  per  case  attended. 

The  parishes  of  Hangleton  and  West  Blatchington  had  each 
1 birth  in  1929. 

Maternity  and  Nursing  Homes. 

Five  fresh  Homes  were  registered,  1 of  which  has  since  been 
withdrawn  ; 4 were  re-registered  on  a change  of  management,  and 
I on  extension  ; 2 previously  registered  as  Medical  Homes  are  now 
taking  Maternity  cases  also. 

No  application  for  registration  was  refused. 
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At  the  end  of  the  year  34  homes  were  registered,  of  which  3 
receive  maternity  cases  only,  10  maternity  and  others,  11  medical 
and  invalids,  and  10  medical  and  surgical  cases. 

Two  hospitals  were  granted  exemption  from  registration. 
Maternal  Mortality. 

The  Ministry  of  Health’s  Memorandum  145  M.C.W.  regarding 
Ante-natal  Clinics  was  considered  by  the  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Committee,  who  agreed  that  any  further  provision  in  that 
direction  was  not  required. 

There  were  3 maternal  deaths  in  the  year,  details  of  which 
were  sent  to  the  Ministry  of  Health’s  Committee.  It  is  interesting 
to  record  that  in  each  of  these  careful  ante-natal  supervision  had 
been  carried  out,  and  each  was  admitted  to  hospital  as  soon  as 
any  difficulty  arose.  Two  deaths  were  due  to  eclampsia  and  1 to 
persistent  vomiting. 


Public  Health  Staff,  1929. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

A.  Griffith,  M.D.  (also  M.O.H.  of  Portslade  Urban  District). 

Sanitary  Inspectors  : 

H.  C.  Simpson,  M.R.S.I.  (Senior). 

R.  J.  Churcher,  A.R.S.I.,  and  Meat  Inspection  Certificate. 

A.  Lindfield,  A.R.S.I.,  and  Meat  Inspection  Certificate. 

H.  Tolson,  A.R.S.I.,  Cert.  S.I.  Board. 

Physician  to  the  Child  Welfare  Centre  : 

Miss  D.  A.  Carew-Hunt,  M.D.,  B.S.  London. 

Health  Visitors  (whole  time)  : 

Miss  A.  M.  Hipkins,  Hospital  trained,  Cert.  H.V.,  R.S.I.  and 
C.M.B.,  who  is  also  Inspector  of  Midwives. 

Miss  Linda  Norris,  Hospital  trained,  and  C.M.B. 

Tuberculosis  Nurse  (part  time)  : 

Mrs.  E.  E.  Bright,  Hospital  trained. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES. 

Water  Supply. 

An  abundant  and  constant  supply  is  provided  for  the  whole 
of  Hove  by  the  Corporation  of  Brighton.  The  water  is  hard,  but 
an  excellent  table  water,  containing  a large  quantity  of  carbonic 
acid  gas,  derived  from  the  chalk.  It  is  pumped  directly  from  the 
chalk  hills  to  the  reservoirs,  whence  it  flows  to  the  mains  without 
any  treatment. 

Sewerage. 

The  sewerage  of  the  old  Borough  is  still  carried  out  on  the 
combined  system,  i.e.,  the  whole  of  the  foul  and  surface  water 
sewage  entering  one  sewer. 

With  regard  to  the  added  areas,  a new  sewerage  scheme  has 
been  prepared,  application  for  a Loan  Sanction  to  which  is  before 
the  Ministry  of  Health,  and  it  is  hoped  that  work  will  be  commenced 
on  this  within  the  next  month  or  so. 

When  this  scheme  is  in  operation  a large  portion  of  the  added 
area  east  and  south  of  Hangleton  Road  and  to  the  north  of  Old 
Shoreham  Road  will  be  drained  on  the  totally  separate  system, 
which  involves  two  sewers,  a surface  water  sewer  and  a foul  water 
sewer. 

The  surface  water  sewer  will  accommodate  all  surface  water 
from  roofs,  5/ards  and  roadways,  and  the  foul  water  sewer  all  foul 
sewage,  including  the  surface  water  from  garage  washing  spaces. 
All  houses  connected  to  this  system  will  be  provided  with  dual 
drains  to  deal  with  the  surface  water  and  foul  water  sewage. 

The  new  surface  water  sewer  will  discharge  into  the  Sea 
opposite  Princes  Crescent  and  the  foul  water  intercepting  sewer 
will  be  connected  with  the  existing  foul  water  sewer  in  Goldstone 
Street,  which  in  turn  discharges  into  the  Brighton  Outfall  and 
Intercepting  Sewer,  which  has  its  Outfall  at  Portobello. 
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House  and  Trade  Refuse  Collection. 

In  November  the  Borough  Surveyor  arranged  a new  system 
of  house  and  trade  refuse  collection,  utilising  the  existing  7 electric 
wagons  and  the  small  S.D.  Freighter,  and  3 new  10  cubic  yard 
dustless  loading  S.D.  Freighters. 

The  Town  is  now  divided  into  four  sections,  each  section 
operated  by  2 collecting  wagons  with  6 men  and  2 drivers.  Each 
pair  of  wagons  work  as  a single  unit,  the  6 men  and  2 drivers 
operate  each  unit. 

The  whole  of  the  Town’s  house  refuse  is  collected  at  least  once 
weekly,  and  places  such  as  hotels,  boarding  houses,  large  blocks 
of  flats,  etc.,  have  their  refuse  collected  twice  weekly. 

The  refuse  from  houses  in  the  recently  added  area  is  still 
collected  by  contract,  but  I anticipate  that  the  Corporation  will 
collect  the  refuse  from  the  whole  of  this  area  some  time  next 
September  or  October. 

For  trade  refuse  a special  vehicle  is  employed,  and  all  trade 
refuse  is  collected  in  4 bushel  bags,  for  which  a charge  of  3d.  per 
bag  is  made. 

Refuse  Disposal. 

At  present  the  old  system  of  pulverising  the  refuse  is  still  in 
operation,  but  the  Council  at  their  meeting  in  January  this  year 
resolved  to  erect  a new  Refuse  Salvage  and  Disposal  Plant,  to  be 
housed  in  the  southern  building  of  the  old  Electricity  Works  at 
Leighton  Road. 

This  plant,  which  should  be  in  operation  (subject  to  the 
Ministry’s  sanction)  in  September  or  October  next,  will  consist  of 
mechanical  screening  plant,  from  which  the  dust  will  be  extracted 
and  stored  in  a hopper.  Provision  is  also  made  for  picking  out 
saleable  materials,  such  as  tins,  glass,  rags,  bones,  etc.  , the  remainder 
of  the  refuse  passing  to  cells,  in  which  it  is  thoroughly  burnt  and 
the  residue  clinker  utilised  principally  for  road  purposes. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 


ANNUAL  STATEMENT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1929. 

Prepared  by  Mr.  H.  C.  Simpson,  M.R.S.I.,  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector 

Total  number  of  houses  or  premises  inspected  (from  all 
causes)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  . * , ...  7,124 

Number  of  houses  inspected  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 

Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,471 

houses  inspected  (under  Housing  Consolidated 

Regulations)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,030 

,,  houses  in  which  defects  or  nuisances  were  found  950 

,,  premises,  including  houses,  in  which  defects  or 

nuisances  were  found  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,168 

,,  houses  or  premises  inspected  from  complaints 

received  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  485 

,,  defects  or  nuisances  found  (including  number  of 

rooms  in  a bad  condition)  ...  ...  ...  3,287 

houses  or  premises  in  which  defects  or  nuisances 

have  been  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,209 

„ visits  in  respect  of  illness  ...  ...  ...  ...  235 

,,  visits  to  disinfect  rooms  or  bedding  ...  ...  462 

,,  visits  for  sundry  purposes  .. . ...  ...  ...  3,185 

„ re-visits  to  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  3,748 

„ inspections  of  dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  190 

„ visits  to  premises  in  respect  of  ice  cream  ...  32 

,,  inspections  of  food  retailers’  premises  ...  ...  292 

,,  inspections  of  hawkers’ barrows  ...  ...  ...  99 

„ inspections  of  shops  and  slaughter-houses  in 

respect  of  meat  and  fish  ...  ...  ...  376 

,,  inspections  of  stables  in  respect  of  manure 

accumulations  (breeding  of  flies,  etc.)  ...  2,893 

,,  inspections  under  Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act  1,332 
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Number  of  rats  destroyed 

,,  smoke  observations 


865 

68 


,,  preliminary  and  verbal  notices  issued  ...  ...  1,180 

,,  Statutory  Notices  issued  ...  ...  ...  ...  114 

,,  drains,  W.C.’s,  soil-pipes,  vent-pipes,  sinks  and 
waste-pipes  or  any  portion  of  same  being  de- 
fective or  choked,  remedied  ...  ...  ...  550 

Number  of  roofs,  gutterings,  stack-pipes,  walls,  ceilings,  windows, 
stair-cases,  doors,  fire-grates,  floors,  paving  etc., 
defective,  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,199 

,,  rooms,  passages,  stair-cases,  yards  and  areas, 

etc.,  in  a dirty  condition,  remedied  ...  ...  1,209 

„ ashpits  or  dust -bins  defective,  remedied  ...  234 

,,  accumulations  of  manure  or  other  refuse  removed  149 

, animal  nuisances  remedied  ...  ...  ...  17 

,,  smoke  nuisances  remedied  ...  ...  ...  13 

„ overcrowding  nuisances  remedied  ...  ...  7 

„ houses  with  water  service  defective,  remedied  ...  31 


Elementary  Schools. 

Whooping  Cough  began  in  March  and  continued  throughout 
the  year,  being  most  prevalent  in  June,  which  is  a good  time  to 
get  it,  the  cases  at  this  season  being  of  a mild  type.  The  only 
serious  cases  in  the  town  were  among  the  younger  members  of 

families. 

Only  one  case  of  Measles  was  reported  during  the  year. 
Mumps  and  Chicken-pox  appeared  at  intervals. 

The  Portland  Road  School  suffered  in  June  and  July  from 
strepto-coccal  sore  throats.  Most  had  no  rash,  but  many  had 
swollen  glands  in  the  neck  ; a few  were  notified  as  scarlet  fever. 
This  affected  the  girls’  classes  most. 

All  Schools  were  closed  for  1 week,  and  1 School  for  10  days, 
on  account  of  “ pink-eye,”  which  was  very  prevalent  in  May  and 
part  of  June. 
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Health  Education. 

The  first  issue  in  Hove  of  the  journal,  “ Better  Health,”  which 
is  distributed  in  many  towns  in  this  country,  was  made  in  Novem- 
ber, 1929.  The  Council  resolved  to  distribute  3,000  copies  monthly 
for  one  year.  As  there  are  about  12,000  houses  in  the  Borough, 
each  householder  should  receive  a copy  every  4 months. 

Rag  Flock  Acts. 

No  action  was  necessary  under  these. 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act. 

The  rat  catcher  who  has  been  engaged  for  part-time  service 
in  the  old  Borough  for  some  years  was  appointed  also  for  the 
added  area  in  September.  The  number  of  rats  caught  was  slightly 
less  than  in  previous  years,  probably  owing  to  the  rats  being 
driven  farther  out  by  building.  The  rat  catcher’s  services  are 
available  to  all  residents  in  the  Borough,  on  application  to  the 
Public  Health  Office. 

Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


1. — Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Premises, 

U) 

Number  of 

Inspections. 

/ON 

Written 

Notices. 

(3) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted. 

(4) 

Factories  (including  Factory 
Laundries) 

162 

2 

Workshops  (including  Work- 

shop  Laundries)... 

402 

34 

— 

Workplaces  (other  than  Out- 
workers’premises) 

82 

6 

— 

To  t al  ...  ... 

646 

42 

— 
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2. — Defects  Found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Number  cf  Defects. 

Number  of 
offences  in 

Particulars. 

(D 

Found. 

(2)  1 

Remedied. 

(3) 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector. 

(4) 

respect  to 
which  Prose- 
cutions were 
instituted. 

(5) 

Nuisances  under  the  Public 
Health  Acts — 

Want  of  cleanliness 

41 

38 

— 

— 

Want  of  ventilation 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  ... 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  nuisances 

44 

36 

— 

— 

Sanitary  accommodation  : 

Insufficient  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unsuitable  or  defective 

21 

18 

— 

— 

Not  separate  for  sexes 

1 

i 

— 

Offences  under  the  Factory 

- 

and  Workshop  Acts — 

Illegal  occupation  of  un- 
derground bakehouse 

(s.  101) 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

Othei  offences  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

108 

94 

- — 

— 

3. — Outwork  in  Unwholesome  Premises — No  instances. 


HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1929. 


Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  : — 

To t a 1 ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

(b)  With  State  assistance  under  Housing  Acts — 
By  Local  Authority  ... 

By  other  persons 

Additional  dwellings  by  conversion  into  flats  .. 
Erected  in  the  old  parish  of  Hove 
Erected  in  the  old  parish  of  Aldrington  ... 
Erected  in  the  parish  of  Preston  Rural  ... 


573 


95 


27 


125 

398 

50 
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Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses. 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-liouses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,4^1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected 

and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,030 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  re- 

ferred to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  950 

Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  837 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Section  3 of  the  Housing  Act,  1925  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  78 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  : 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  79 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance  of 
declarations  by  owners  of  intention  to  close  ...  Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  35 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 


20 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk. 

No  of  registered  Dairies  in  Hove  Borough 

No.  of  registered  Dairymen  in  Hove  Borough  ... 

No.  of  registered  Cowsheds  in  Hove  Borough  ... 

No.  of  registered  Cowkeepers  in  Hove  Borough 

No.  of  Dairymen  in  outside  Districts  registered  for  purveying 
Milk  in  Hove  Borough 

Notices  issued  to  remedy  defects  or  defaults  found 

For  rooms,  wash-houses,  cowsheds,  etc.,  requiring  to  be  lime- 
washed  ; remedied 

For  defective  drains  or  gullies  ; remedied 


4(3 

32 

6 

4 

34 

48 

17 

8 


For  defective  flooring,  paving  or  channelling  ; remedied  ...  2 

For  inefficient  lighting  or  ventilation  ; remedied  ...  ...  3 

For  other  defects  or  defaults  ; remedied  ...  ...  ...  44 

For  failing  to  have  name  and  address,  as  required,  on  vehicles 

or  receptacles ; remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 


For  purveying  milk  without  being  registered  ; remedied  ...  6 

For  filling  bottles  other  than  on  registered  premises  ; remedied  2 

For  transferring  milk  from  churns  to  other  receptacles  at 

Railway  Station  ; remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


SALE  OF  MILK  UNDER  SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS. 

Licences  under  the  Special  Designations  Act  were  granted — 

For  sale  of  Certified  and  Grade  “A”  Milk  to  6 dairymen 
at  11  premises. 

For  sale  of  Grade  “A”  only  to  2 dairymen  at  2 premises. 

One  licence  was  granted  for  the  sale  of  pasteurised  milk. 
There  are  also  2 large  dairy  companies  who  pasteurise  all 
their  milk,  except  that  sold  as  Certified  or  Grade  “ A,”  but  the 
milk  is  not  sold  under  the  special  designation  of  “ pasteurised.” 
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Samples  Taken  during  the  year  1929. 

“ Certified  ” Milk 

3 failed  on  count  of  Bacteria. 

4 of  these  samples  were  taken  at  the  request  of 

the  Ministry  of  Health. 

Grade  “A”  Milk  (Tuberculin  Tested) 

Grade  “A”  Milk 

5 were  found  not  to  be  in  accordance  as  regards 

b.  Coli. 
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Lectures  on  Milk  Production. 

A course  of  lectures  was  arranged  by  the  East  Sussex  County 
Council  for  Sanitary  Inspectors.  These  were  given  on  the  Thurs- 
day of  four  successive  weeks  in  November  and  December  ; four 
lectures  by  experts  being  given  during  each  day.  These  were 
attended  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  of  Hove  as  completely  as 
circumstances  permitted,  and  were  much  appreciated. 


MEAT. 

There  is  now  only  one  Slaughter-house  in  the  Borough. 

Inspections  at  Slaughter-house  during  1929. 

No  of  Pigs  killed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  189 

No  of  visits  to  Slaughter-house  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

All  the  above  animals  were  killed  by  the  Humane  Killer. 

The  pigs  were  of  good  quality  and  very  little  had  been  con- 
demned until  there  was  an  outbreak  of  Swine  Fever. 

At  the  time  of  inspection  at  the  Slaughter-house  the  following 
were  condemned  : — 

5 Pigs  from  Swine  Fever  (weight  88  stone). 

1 Pig,  Generalised  Tuberculosis  (weight  19  stoneh 
3 Pigs’  heads,  Tuberculosis 
9 Sets  of  Pigs’  Fungs,  Pneumonia. 

1 Set  of  Pig’s  Lungs,  Pleurisy. 

1 Pig’s  Liver,  Fatty  Infiltration. 
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Other  Foods. 

The  following  articles  which  were  unfit  for  food  were  sur- 
rendered voluntarily  : — 

1 Barrel  of  Crabs. 

1 Tin  Tongue. 

12  Boxes  of  Kippers. 

1 Tin  of  Corn  Beef. 

Pints  of  Milk  (Dirty). 

Merchandise  Marks  Acts. 

The  Council  have  appointed  each  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors 
to  be  an  officer  under  these  Acts,  as  far  as  they  include  inspection 
of  articles  of  food. 

SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT. 

Nature  and  Number  of  Samples  taken  during  the  year  1929. 


Adulterated 
1 deficient  in  Fat 


20.0% 

16.6% 


8 


•2 


New  Milk 


10.0% 


8.3% 


1 


Solids  not  Fat  2.0% 


Separated  ’ ’ Milk 

Grade  "A”  Milk  

“ Ostermilk  ” Milk  Food  (in- 


1 Not  adulterated. 
1 


formal) 

Cream  ... 

Butter  ... 

Margarine 

Sausages  (3  Beef ; 1 Pork, 


12 

4 

4 


y ) 


preserved) 

Bacon  ... 

Beer 

Mineral  Waters  (informal) 


4 

4 


Lemonade  and  Cherry 
Cyder,  sweetened 


9, 


) ) 
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Ginger  Beer,  brewed  (informal) 

9 

j-J 

Not  adulterated. 

Coffee  and  Chicory  Extract 
(informal) 

2 

y y 

Rum  and  Coffee  (informal)  ... 

I 

> y 

Jam  (informal) — Red  Plum, 
Strawberry,  Apricot 

3 

y y 

Vinegar 

3 

y y 

Oatmeal 

3 

y y 

Raisins  (informal) 

2 

y y 

Piccalilli  (informal) 

2 

y y 

Saltpetre  (informal)  ... 

2 

y y 

Epsom  Salts  (informal) 

2 

y y 
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One  of  the  above-mentioned  samples  of  Milk  was  taken  in 
course  of  delivery  from  Farmer  to  Dairyman. 

In  the  case  of  one  sample  of  milk  found  to  be  deficient  in 
fat,  the  dairyman  was  prosecuted,  but  the  Magistrates  dismissed 
the  case,  as  the  evidence  submitted  appeared  to  show  that  the 
milk  had  been  sold  as  received  from  the  farmer. 

Cautionary  letters  were  sent  to  the  vendors  of  the  other 
adulterated  samples. 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  LABORATORY,  1929. 


Specimens  Examined  for 

Diphtheria — 

From  patients  in  Hove  ...  ...  ...  ...  365 

From  patients  in  Borough  Sanatorium  ...  ...  315 

From  contacts  of  notified  cases  in  Hove  ...  ...  221 

From  Portslade  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  426 

Tuberculosis — 

From  patients  in  Hove  ...  ...  ...  ...  163 

From  Portslade  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Milk— for  Tuberculosis,  8 ; for  Streptococci,  26  ...  34 

Ditto  from  Portslade  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Other  Specimens  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 


1,567 
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Arrangements  for  Disinfection. 

Bedding,  clothes,  etc.,  are  treated  by  current  steam. 

Rooms  are  sprayed  with  disinfectant  solution. 

Disinfection  is  done  free  of  cost  in  the  case  of  all  notifiable 
diseases,  and  at  a charge  which  covers  the  cost  after  other  illnesses 
of  a septic  nature,  and  cancer,  when  it  is  asked  for. 

Disinfestation  of  Persons. 

An  agreement  was  entered  into  in  June,  1927,  with  the 
Guaidians  of  the  Steyning  Union  for  the  treatment  in  their  in- 
stitution of  persons  suffering  from  vermin  and  scabies,  according 
to  the  power  given  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1925.  There 
was  no  case  needing  institutional  treatment  in  1929. 

Rooms  and  Houses  Disinfected  during  1929. 

After  After  other  Noti-  After  Non-Noti* 

Tuberculosis.  fiable  Diseases.  fiable  Diseases. 

Rooms  disinfected  ...  ...  83  ...  555  ...  157 

House  from  which  bedding 

was  removed  ...  ...  78  ...  174  ...  138 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 
Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  year  1929. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
Notified. 

Cases  admitted 
to  Hospital. 

Total  Deaths. 

Diphtheria  ... 

26 

20 

2 

Scarlet  Fever 

164 

122 

1 

Pneumonia  ... 

37 

— 

2 

Erysipelas  ... 

29 

4 

3 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

5 

— 

— 

Enteric  Fever 

2 

1 

— 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

3 

— 

— 

Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis  ... 

1 

— 

3 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ... 

1 

— 

— 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

Malaria  (induced)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Small-pox 

2 

2 

Analysis  of  notified  eases  and  deaths  according  to  age  groups. 


i 

1 

. 

Under  1 year. 

1-2  years. 

2-3  years. 

3-4  years. 

4-5  years. 

5-10  yeais. 

10-15  years. 

15-20  years. 

— 

20-35  years. 

35-45  years. 

45-65  years 

Over  65  years.  | 

TOTAL. 

Diphtheria 

cases 

1 

12 

5 

2 

3 

1 

2 

26 

deaths 

1 

1 

2 

Scarlet  Fever 

cases 

3 

6 

55 

37 

19 

23 

11 

9 

i 

164 

deaths 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

cases 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

8 

4 

7 

10 

37 

deaths 

2 

2 

Erysipelas 

cases 

1 

2 

2 

3 

14 

7 

29 

deaths 

1 

2 

3 

Puerperal  Fever 

cases 

1 

1 

deaths 

■ 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

cases 

1 

4 

5 

deaths 

Enteric  Fever 

cases 

1 

1 

2 

deaths 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

cases 

1 

1 

1 

3 

deaths 

Cerebro-Spinal 

cases 

1 

1 

Meningitis 

deaths 

1 

1 

1 

*3 

Ophthalmia 

cases 

1 

1 

Neonatorum 

deaths 

Poliomyelitis 

cases 

Malaria  (induced) 

cases 

Small-pox 

cases 

1 

1 

2 

* Two  cases  were  not  notified  during  life. 


Small-pox. 

The  first  case  was  only  discovered  as  a result  of  inquiries 
after  hearing  of  cases  occurring  in  another  town,  who  were  associated 
with  him  ; he  had  been  ill  for  2 weeks  when  he  was  removed  to 
hospital. 

The  nature  of  the  second  case  was  suspected  by  the  doctor 
at  once,  and  contacts  were  re- vaccinated.  No  later  case  occurred. 

Both  of  these  suffered  from  the  mild  form  of  Small-pox  which 
has  been  prevalent  in  the  North  of  England  for  the  last  2 years, 
and  has  lately  spread  in  London. 
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Scarlet  Fever. 

The  number  of  cases  notified  was  greater  than  in  recent  years. 
The  figures  for  each  month  were  : — 


January  ... 

...  11 

July 

...  10 

February  ... 

...  9 

August 

...  9 

March 

...  29 

September 

...  3 

Apiil 

...  15 

October 

...  5 

May 

...  45 

November 

...  5 

June 

...  13 

December . . . 

...  10 

The  excess  in  March  and  part  of  that  in  May  were  due  to  cases 
at  the  Convent  of  the  Sacred  Heart,  where  a serious  outbreak 
occurred  early  in  March  ; the  scholars  were  first  affected,  the 
school  was  closed  and  the  girls  were  sent  to  their  homes.  Further 
cases  occurred  after  this  among  the  community  tnrougiiout  March. 
When  the  school  was  re-opened  in  May,  several  girls  fell  ill  with 
the  fever,  and  the  school  was  again  closed  until  September,  after 
which  no  further  case  appeared. 

In  May  also  11  cases  were  associated  with  the  milk  supplied 
by  one  dairy  ; the  incidence  of  illness  being  not  all  at  once,  but 
spread  over  13  days.  One  of  the  employees  had  a sore  throat, 
but  I was  not  satisfied  that  this  was  the  cause  of  the  illness,  as  it 
was  not  limited  to  those  who  had  the  milk  for  which  he  was 
responsible.  Some  of  these  were  very  slight  cases,  and  their 
doctors  doubted  if  they  really  had  Scarlet  Fever. 

In  June  and  July  an  epidemic  set  in  affecting  chiefly  the  girls 
at  Portland  Road  Council  School  and  their  families  and  friends. 
In  some  families  everyone  had  a sore  throat ; some  had  inflamed 
glands,  which  subsided  quickly  ; a few  had  rashes,  some  of  which 
were  called  German  Measles  by  the  doctors  wdio  attended  ; some 
showed  marked  desquamation.  The  incubation  period  appeared 
to  be  only  a few  days.  It  was  not  sufficiently  serious  to  warrant 
closure  of  the  School.  After  the  holiday  in  August  it  did  not  recur 
in  the  school,  but  a few  similar  sporadic  cases  occurred  late  in  the 
year. 
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EPIDEMIC  OF  SORE  THROATS  IN  DECEMBER. 

During  the  month  of  December  the  Boroughs  of  Hove  and 

Brighton  were  visited  by  a serious  outbreak  of  disease  of  unusual 

nature,  which  affected  a large  number  of  families  in  both  Boroughs. 

I am  not  able  to  state  how  many  persons  were  affected. 

* 

In  the  months  of  October  and  November  cases  of  sore  throat 
were  fairly  common,  as  generally  happens  at  that  season,  and 
several  throat  specimens  were  sent  to  the  Municipal  Laboratory 
for  examination,  but  not  more  than  usual.  The  number  of  speci- 
mens increased  during  the  first  week  of  December  and  then  dropped 
to  normal ; these  sore  throats  were  not  due  to  Diphtheria,  but  to 
Streptococci.  The  town  was  at  this  time  almost  free  from  cases 
of  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria.  I was  not  aware  of  the  serious 
nature  of  these  cases  until  December  23rd,  when  I received  the 
return  of  deaths  for  the  preceding  week,  which  included  6 deaths 
from  Influenza  and  3 from  Tonsillitis.  On  December  27th  I had 
sufficient  information  to  suggest  milk  as  the  cause  of  the  out- 
break, and  to  point  to  the  particular  dairy  from  which  it  was 
distributed.  This  dairyman  received  milk  from  several  farms,  and 
supplied  a very  large  number  of  families.  As  it  was  not  possible 
to  get  all  his  milk  pasteurised,  I arranged  that  he  should  send  me 
a bottle  of  milk  from  each  of  the  farms  supplying  him.  Examina- 
tion of  these  pointed  to  one  farm  as  the  probable  source  of  infection, 
and  that  milk  was  at  once  stopped  from  sale.  Inquiry  was  made 
at  the  farm  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  District  where 
it  was,  and  he  reported  to  me  that  there  had  been  several  cases  of 
sore  throat  among  the  workers  on  the  farm.  Further  inquiry  was 
made  of  doctors  into  cases  of  illness  m Hove,  and  of  the  Deputy 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  Brighton  concerning  illness  there. 
These  confirmed  my  belief  that  the  suspected  milk  was  infected, 
and  had  been  the  cause  of  most  cases  of  this  disease.  Inspection 
of  the  dairy  in  Hove  where  the  milk  was  Bottled,  and  of  the  workers 
there,  satisfied  me  that  the  trouble  had  not  arisen  in  this  District. 


The  details  subsequently  obtained  concerning  the  farm  in  the 
country  showed  beyond  doubt  that  it  was  the  source  of  infection. 
The  workers  there  had  been  suffering  from  sore  throat,  one  after 
another,  from  the  middle  of  November.  One  milker  had  only  a 
slight  attack  himself,  but  his  wife  and  children  were  more  seriously 
ill,  one  boy  having  discharge  from  the  ears  until  the  end  of 
December. 

After  my  report  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  on  January  3rd,  the 
inquiry  was  carried  on  in  Hove  and  Brighton,  and  at  the  farm  in 
the  country,  by  one  of  the  Ministry’s  Medical  Inspectors.  Bac- 
teriological tests  were  also  made  at  the  Ministry’s  Laboratory,  by 
which  the  streptococci  obtained  from  patients  in  Hove  and  from 
workers  at  the  farm  were  proved  to  be  identical.  The  cows  were 
inspected  by  the  veterinary  surgeon,  and  milk  from  some  of  them 
was  examined  at  the  laboratory.  As  far  as  I know,  no  clear  proof 
was  obtained  that  the  cows  were  themselves  suffering  from  the 
same  disease. 

Mature  of  the  Illness. 

The  severity  of  attack  varied.  Some  patients  had  slight  sore 
throats  with  swollen  glands,  followed  by  rapid  recovery  ; in  others 
acute  onset  with  high  fever,  and  generally  tonsillitis  ; in  others 
tonsillitis  came  on  some  days  later.  Relapses  were  frequent,  with 
inflamed  glands  which  might  form  abscesses.  Others  were  very 
ill  with  erysipelas,  nephritis,  pericarditis,  endocarditis,  peritonitis, 
pleurisy  and  empyema,  and  rheumatism  ; the  complications  lasting 
for  weeks  or  months.  In  many  households  all,  or  nearly  all,  were 
ill ; in  other  families  some  escaped,  though  they  had  drunk  freely 
of  the  raw  milk. 

The  number  of  persons  whose  deaths  were  attributed  to  the 
epidemic  in  Hove  was  30. 
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In  the  nature  of  the  outbreak,  the  symptoms  of  illness,  and 
its  origin  at  a farm,  this  epidemic  is  similar  to  those  which  have 
occurred  in  other  districts  of  England,  and  in  other  countries  ; 
though  the  severity  of  attack  was  greater  here  than  in  those 
recorded  elsewhere. 

A few  cases  of  personal  infection  from  those  who  suffered 
have  come  to  my  notice  ; but  the  risk  of  infection  to  other  persons 
appeared  to  be  small,  and  the  epidemic  ceased  rapidly  when  the 
milk  was  Stopped. 

Means  of  Preventing  a Recurrence. 

The  real  cause  was  that  the  workers  at  the  farm  were  ill,  and 
infected  the  milk.  Pr e vent forT  at"  the  "Beginning  rests  with  the 
farmer,  who  should  remove  from  any  possible  contact  with  milk 
any  worker  who  is  ill,  or  has  illness  of  an  infectious  nature  in  his 
household.  The  same  rule  should  apply  in  all  dairies  where  milk 
is  received  and  sold.  The  question  has  been  asked  whether  routine 
examination  of  milk  would  show  when  it  is  infected.  It  would 
certainly  be  a good  thing  if  this  could  be  done,  though  the  presence 
of  strepto-coccal  organisms  in  milk  would  not  be  sufficient  reason 
for  rejecting  it,  unless  there  was  some  other  reason,  such  as  illness 
at  the  farm  or  dairy,  either  among  the  staff  or  the  cows.  There 
are,  however,  other  means  by  which  the  consumer  of  milk  can 
protect  himself  and  his  family.  For  those  who  can  afford  to  pay 
a little  extra  there  are  the  special  qualities  of  milk  sold  as  Certified, 
Grade  “A”  Tuberculin  Tested,  and  Grade  “A”,  which  are  from 
selected  cows  subject  to  veterinary  inspection  ; and,  at  the  usual 
price,  pasteurised  milk,  in  which  by  a process  of  heating,  harmful 
organisms  are  destroyed  ; and  there  is  the  simple  process,  which 
all  can  adopt,  of  heating  the  milk  which  they  receive,  to  boiling 
point,  and  quickly  cooling  it.  In  these  days  where  a good  deal 
of  the  milk  which  is  sold  is  the  mixed  product  of  several  farms, 
it  is  a householder’s  duty  to  carry  out  one  of  these  means  to  protect 
his  family,  not  only  from  such  an  outbreak  as  that  of  last  December, 
but  from  the  danger  of  Tuberculosis. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1929. 


New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Age  Periods. 

Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary. 

Pulmonary. 

N on  - Pul  monary . 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 ... 

. 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 ... 

— 



2 



1 
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— 

— 

10  ... 

— 

— 

2 

1 



— 

1 

— 

15  ... 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

1 

— 

20  ... 

4 

5 

1 

1 

1 

2 

— 

1 

25  ... 

6 

7 

— 

— 

3 

4 

— 

1 

35  ... 

5 

6 

1 

1 

7 

3 

— 

— 

45  ... 

9 

4 

— 

— 

3 

4 

— 

— 

55  ... 

65  and 

2 

3 

— 

1 

O 

jLi 
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1 

— 

upwards 

1 

— 

— 

- — - 

2 

— 

— 

Totals 

30 

26 

6 

4 

19 

13 

3 

o> 

£ 

There  were  32  deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  9 of 
whom  had  not  been  notified  here  ; 2 of  these  died  in  the  Union 
Infirmary,  4 in  the  County  Asylum  (both  in  other  Districts),  1 had 
been  notified  elsewhere,  1 died  of  Influenza,  and  in  1 case  the 
nature  of  the  disease  was  not  recognised  until  after  death. 

Mrs.  Bright,  who  had  been  Tuberculosis  Visitor  for  many 
3/ears,  resigned  at  the  end  of  the  year  ; the  Senior  Health  Visitor 
was  appointed  in  her  place.  The  visits  made  to  the  homes  of 
cases  were  565. 

The  Hove  Queen’s  Nurses  attended  7 patients  in  their  homes 
— 5 pulmonary  and  2 non-pulmonary — at  the  expense  of  the 
Council. 

The  closest  co-operation  has  existed  between  the  M.O.H.  of 
the  Borough  and  of  the  County.  The  local  M.O.H  receives  from 
the  Darvell  Hall  Sanatorium  notices  of  patients  about  to  return 
home,  and  medical  reports  on  cases  discharged,  in  addition  to  the 
weekly  lists  of  admissions  and  discharges.  Reports  on  the  home 
conditions  of  patients  about  to  be  admitted  to  the  County  Sana- 
torium are  sent  to  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  at  Lewes  ; this  is  of 
importance  in  deciding  how  soon  patients  may  return  home. 
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